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Welcome
In this edition, we're heading up the tower at St Andrew’s to give you a behind-the-scenes 
look at the newly installed swift boxes - and the dedicated effort that made it all possible. 
We're also investigating the hidden environmental risks of pet flea treatments on our 
waterways and sharing top tips for staying tick-free while exploring the beautiful Oxfordshire 
countryside.
 
And on the subject of swifts, back in March/April 2024, we installed 15 new swift nest 
boxes around the village to support our local swift population. Building on this success, we 
now have ten more boxes ready to be installed in May 2025 - and we're looking for suitable 
homes!  If you're interested in having a swift box, we'd love to hear from you. Please 
email us: contact@southstokewildlife.org and we'll arrange a quick site survey.
 
It’s been a lively few weeks with our pond dipping and dawn chorus walk; both fully booked 
and great fun. We've had some lovely feedback, and the good news is, there are plenty more 
events to come. Next up is a follow on to last year's very successful Butterflies at Lardon 
Chase Walk, led by butterfly and invertebrate expert John Lindley, on Sunday 18th May at 
10am. You can book the walk here.  
 
In addition, we're holding a moth recording session, a dragonfly walk, an evening with the 
inimitable Simon Booker of stokerpix.com, a glow worm survey and regular wildflower and 
intertebrate walks! You can check out the full line-up on our website or, at the bottom of this 
newsletter. Sign up here to express your interest and we’ll make sure you’re first to hear all 
the details of the events you're interested in. We look forward to welcoming you!
 

https://southstokewildlife.org/so/52PP9GfQu/c?w=JsfPB_ynSg5pD_7OGhRlRWPZ2dUHGrFB50WDxF-gC6o.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc291dGhzdG9rZXdpbGRsaWZlLm9yZy9ldmVudHNhbmRzdXJ2ZXlzIiwiciI6IjI0MzIzZWVkLTYzZDMtNDY1Mi1hZjQ4LTRlZmMwMTAzNDY3YiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://southstokewildlife.org/so/52PP9GfQu/c?w=tDCQAPLzaoDuig8vzE9WqvzCII2Obbzfwhl-x1eZB3k.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc3Rva2VycGl4LmNvbS8iLCJyIjoiMjQzMjNlZWQtNjNkMy00NjUyLWFmNDgtNGVmYzAxMDM0NjdiIiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://southstokewildlife.org/so/52PP9GfQu/c?w=d069XjcYEe4pSmO_8bQX6mZvl-_WEzQCwG8Kp70gpQc.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly9zb3V0aHN0b2tld2lsZGxpZmUub3JnIiwiciI6IjI0MzIzZWVkLTYzZDMtNDY1Mi1hZjQ4LTRlZmMwMTAzNDY3YiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://southstokewildlife.org/so/52PP9GfQu/c?w=JsfPB_ynSg5pD_7OGhRlRWPZ2dUHGrFB50WDxF-gC6o.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc291dGhzdG9rZXdpbGRsaWZlLm9yZy9ldmVudHNhbmRzdXJ2ZXlzIiwiciI6IjI0MzIzZWVkLTYzZDMtNDY1Mi1hZjQ4LTRlZmMwMTAzNDY3YiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9


Swifts at St Andrew's - A New Home in the Tower
Paul Jenkins



In 2024, SSWCG launched an exciting project to help boost the swift population in our parish 
by providing new nesting sites. As part of this effort, fourteen nest boxes were carefully 
installed at selected locations last year. 
 
While researching the project, I came across a fascinating book called Swifts in a Tower, 
which chronicles the swift colony at the Oxford University Museum of Natural History. Inspired 
by this, I got in touch with Harwell Swifts; an organisation with a wealth of experience 
installing swift boxes in church towers. This sparked a conversation with Robert Small, our 
Tower Captain of 26 years standing, and the idea took flight. 
 



Robert embraced the proposal with typical zeal. With the wholehearted support of Liz 
Dowding and Amanda Smithdale, the engagement of the PCC and the enthusiasm of Rev’d 
Ben Phillips - who had overseen the installation of swift boxes in a previous diocese - the 
project was set in motion. Robert’s guidance and practical knowledge was invaluable at every 
stage of the process but he is very keen to stress just how crucial the PCC’s support has 
been throughout. 
 
We invited Jerry from Harwell Swifts to visit St Andrew’s, and he kindly agreed to design, 
build, and install the swift boxes, working closely with Robert and me throughout the process. 
The first step was to carry out site surveys to assess suitability and determine the best 
location for the boxes - and this proved to be quite a challenge! 
 
Jerry initially favoured installing the boxes in either the north or eastern tower windows. 
However, the north window was ruled out as it’s too close to Manor Farm, leaving the swifts 
without the long, clear approach flight they need to swoop directly into their nesting spots. The 
east window, Jerry’s top choice, is also popular with the local sparrowhawks; so that was a 
non-starter! The south window was counted out on the basis of too much light, heat and flight 
path issues, which left the west window as the most viable option. 
 
Fortunately, the west window turned out to be ideal; it offers the swifts a good, clear flight path 
thanks to the sloping ground below and, as an added bonus, it’s visible from The Street. With 
luck, passers-by will one day be treated to the wonderful sight of swifts darting in and out of 
the tower. 
 
Having established which window was to be used, a key design requirement was to position 
the boxes near the top of the west tower window, ensuring Robert’s existing antipigeon 
measures were left undisturbed! 
 
Jerry created detailed design drawings, followed by a cardboard prototype which was fitted 
and adjusted on site. With the final measurements in hand, Jerry returned to his workshop to 
build the boxes themselves. 
 



We’re delighted to report that St Andrew’s Church now has two beautifully crafted, 
fourcompartment swift boxes installed in the tower window. Huge thanks go to Jerry and 
Susan Pride from Harwell Swifts for their incredible generosity; their time, expertise, and 
craftsmanship have been invaluable to the success of this project. And thanks of course to 
Robert Small for his energy and support throughout and to Nikki Cheetham who facilitated an 
SSWCG donation from the Keith Ewart Charitable fund which paid for the materials.

The hidden impact of flea treatments on nature
Ian Haslam





Many of us love walking our dogs near rivers, ponds, and lakes; it’s a joy to watch them 
splash and play. But what many don’t realise is that even these small adventures can have 
unintended, serious consequences for the plants and animals that live in and around the 
water.
 
Dogs can pollute the water through routine flea treatements, excrement and just allowing 
them to splash around in it can muddy the water and disturb aquatic plant growth. Wildlife 
might also be disturbed, especially during sensitive breeding times and we all need to be 
careful when tramping near the edges which can cause erosion and damage the banks.
 
The biggest concern, however, is the pollution from flea treatments, particularly those 
containing imidacloprid (a neonicotinoid) and fipronil. These chemicals can harm a wide range 
of aquatic life, including:
 

Insect larvae such as mayflies, dragonflies, and caddis larvae
Freshwater shrimp which are especially sensitive to pollution
Fish, birds, and mammals that rely on clean water ecosystems

 
These chemicals don’t just impact individual species; they disrupt entire food webs and 
ecosystems. Alarmingly, between 2016 and 2018, the Environment Agency found widespread 
contamination from these two chemicals in nearly 4,000 water samples from twenty English 
rivers. To put it in perspective: it is estimated that just one monthly flea treatment for a large 
dog contains enough imidacloprid to kill an estimated 25 million bees.
 
A recent study from the University of Sussex found that blue tits and great tits, who often line 
their nests with animal fur, had nests contaminated with flea treatment chemicals. Every 
sampled nest contained fipronil, and nearly 90% contained imidacloprid and permethrin - 
three insecticides so potent they have been banned for agricultural use in the UK and EU, but 
which can be bought by anyone for use on pets. 
 
In the study, nest mortality correlated closely with drug concentration - eggs failed to hatch 
and chicks expired after hatching - at a time when almost half of all UK bird species are in a 
state of serious decline. 'The simplest explanation is that eggs and chicks are getting a 
sufficient dose of pesticide from the nest lining to kill' the report concluded.
 
Are there safer alternatives? Unfortunately, many flea collars and oral tablets generally 
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contain many of the same harmful chemicals as spot-on treatments. Alternative chemical 
treatments are either potent toxins or essential oils with no proven efficacy. Oral treatments 
(pills) are absorbed into the bloodstream rather than sitting on the skin, so they are less likely 
to contaminate the environment through direct contact with wildlife or by washing off but, they 
tend to be more expensive and still raise concerns.
 
There is no easy solution, but regularly checking you pet's fur and bedding and routine 
grooming is probably the most cost effective and efficient route to managing fleas. Common 
soap and water will kill adult fleas if done regularly. In addition, combing your animal's fur with 
a fine-tooth flea comb and then dunking any beasties into a container of soapy water will get 
rid of them. Also, consider whether your dog needs year round treatment or seasonal as 
required.
 
How you can help when walking near rivers and ponds:

Keep dogs out of water to avoid pollution and disturbance
Pick up after your dog to prevent chemical and bacterial pollution
Stay back from riverbanks to protect them from erosion
Avoid disturbing wildlife hidden in reeds and along the shore

 
Everyone - people, pets, and wildlife - should be able to enjoy our beautiful countryside. With 
a few small actions, we can help protect these precious ecosystems for future generations.
 
https://www.sussex.ac.uk/broadcast/read/66973
Songbirds being killed by pesticides found in pet fur treatments - The Guardian
 

Into the woods? Watch out for ticks!

https://southstokewildlife.org/so/52PP9GfQu/c?w=wOKosuBaicoPRimXnnuSm1KZrLz0WzK42vHFz0MSCLk.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc3Vzc2V4LmFjLnVrL2Jyb2FkY2FzdC9yZWFkLzY2OTczIiwiciI6ImEwOGFlMTIyLTY5NTMtNDg3OS1iMGUwLWU1ZWQ1OTZlY2FhMiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://southstokewildlife.org/so/52PP9GfQu/c?w=DYNtSbbGzEb5WzsDMx_Nw7R0xzmX_OY3XDoAK440XUE.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudGhlZ3VhcmRpYW4uY29tL2Vudmlyb25tZW50LzIwMjUvamFuLzI3L3BldC1mdXItZm91bmQtaW4tc29uZ2JpcmQtbmVzdHMtY29udGFpbnMtaGlnaC1sZXZlbHMtb2YtcGVzdGljaWRlcy1zdHVkeS1maW5kcyIsInIiOiJhMDhhZTEyMi02OTUzLTQ4NzktYjBlMC1lNWVkNTk2ZWNhYTIiLCJtIjoibHAifQ


As spring and summer lure us into Oxfordshire’s riverside meadows and lush woodlands, it’s 
worth remembering that we’re not the only ones enjoying the great outdoors. Ticks - tiny, 
blood-sucking arachnids - are also out in force and some carry a potentially serious bacterial 
infection: Lyme disease.
 
What are ticks?
Ticks are small, spider-like creatures that feed on the blood of mammals, birds and 
sometimes reptiles and amphibians. In the UK, the most common species is Ixodes ricinus, 
also known as the sheep tick or castor bean tick. They’re typically found in grassy or wooded 
areas and are most active from April to July, though mild winters have extended their season 
in recent years.
 
What Is Lyme Disease?
Lyme disease is caused by the bacterium Borrelia burgdorferi, transmitted through the bite of 
an infected tick. Not all ticks carry the bacteria - only about 5% do - but it's still important to be 
aware. Early symptoms can include a circular, bullseye-shaped rash (known as erythema 
migrans), fatigue, fever, headaches, and muscle or joint pain. If left untreated, the infection 
can spread to the nervous system, joints, and heart which, in a very small number of cases, 
can lead to long-term complications.



A tick on the arm of an SSWCG member!



Are we really at risk in Oxfordshire?
Oxfordshire’s mix of ancient woodlands, riverside paths, nature reserves and grazing land 
provides good habitats for ticks. Local conservation areas like Wytham Woods, Shotover 
Country Park, and the Chilterns are popular with walkers - and ticks. The National Institute for 
Health and Care Excellence (NICE) has identified southern England, including Oxfordshire, 
as having a higher prevalence of infected ticks .The Guardian
 
How to protect yourself

Cover up: wear long sleeves and trousers tucked into socks when walking through tall 
grass or undergrowth

Stay on paths: avoid brushing against vegetation where ticks may be waiting
Check for ticks: after outdoor activities, thoroughly check yourself, children and pets 

for ticks, especially in warm, moist areas like armpits, groin and behind the knees
Remove ticks promptly: use a tick remover or, fine-tipped tweezers, to grasp the tick 

as close to the skin's surface as possible and pull upward with steady, even pressure. 
Clean the bite area and your hands and apply disinfectant

 
What to do if you’re bitten
If you find a tick attached to your skin, remove it promptly. Monitor the bite site for several 
weeks. If you develop a rash or flu-like symptoms, dial 111 or contact your GP. Early 
treatment with antibiotics is very effective in preventing more serious complications.
 
Ticks and pets
Dogs and cats can also be bitten by ticks and may bring them into your home. Regularly 
check your pets after they’ve been outdoors and keep a tick remover to hand!

https://southstokewildlife.org/so/52PP9GfQu/c?w=6UOKNYgsmyv6nCD4AUnHPJTNfCRjrji60oq-qJt053c.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudGhlZ3VhcmRpYW4uY29tL3NjaWVuY2UvMjAxNy9zZXAvMjUvcGFydHMtb2YtdWstaWRlbnRpZmllZC1hcy1oaWdoLXJpc2stYXJlYXMtZm9yLWx5bWUtZGlzZWFzZT8iLCJyIjoiMTk5MTY5MDgtZWI0Yi00YzlmLTlmNzgtNDI4MjEyZGE1NWVlIiwibSI6ImxwIn0


Ticks are a natural part of our countryside’s ecosystem and while they can, in a minority of 
cases pose health risks (most tick bites do NOT transmit Lyme disease), with a few simple 
precautions, you can continue to enjoy our beautiful countryside without worrying.
 
Further information:

UK Health Security Agency

Natural History Museum

Mapping parts of Britain at risk from tick borne virus

NICE

Tick Surveillance Scheme

Pond dipping and the Dawn chorus walk

A record 28 adults and children turned up for the pond dipping event on a glorious Sunday 
morning. In excess of 80 species were scooped up, identified and will be loaded onto the 
iRecord database. Thank you to all our Citizen Science participants! 

https://southstokewildlife.org/so/52PP9GfQu/c?w=EvsFVz4q4gjUPR0kkhGEPiESmKL2yNdu16-6ceTy6Pk.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly91a2hzYS5ibG9nLmdvdi51ay8yMDI0LzAzLzIxL3doYXQtaXMtbHltZS1kaXNlYXNlLWFuZC13aHktZG8td2UtbmVlZC10by1iZS10aWNrLWF3YXJlLyIsInIiOiJkNDQwYmVhOC1mMzJkLTRiMWEtOGNhOS03ZjhlZDZlYjVkOWIiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://southstokewildlife.org/so/52PP9GfQu/c?w=WleL814UCtoKDJ-k1GcXY186q2__4v-55sqwpLMwMeI.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmhtLmFjLnVrL2Rpc2NvdmVyL3RpY2tzLWJpdGVzLWx5bWUtZGlzZWFzZS1ob3ctdG8tcHJvdGVjdC15b3Vyc2VsZi5odG1sIiwiciI6ImQ0NDBiZWE4LWYzMmQtNGIxYS04Y2E5LTdmOGVkNmViNWQ5YiIsIm0iOiJscCJ9
https://southstokewildlife.org/so/52PP9GfQu/c?w=7T2psSrpp4KnUQHl6ccra-IskJXZ2lPd4e2XP0kxEZE.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuY2VoLmFjLnVrL25ld3MtYW5kLW1lZGlhL25ld3MvbWFwcGluZy1wYXJ0cy1icml0YWluLXJpc2stdGljay1ib3JuZS12aXJ1cyIsInIiOiJkNDQwYmVhOC1mMzJkLTRiMWEtOGNhOS03ZjhlZDZlYjVkOWIiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://southstokewildlife.org/so/52PP9GfQu/c?w=65Su47pIIzQxwv0wOtFLZqbMH8uDe49teKbaP9VTu1I.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmljZS5vcmcudWsvZ3VpZGFuY2Uvbmc5NS9jaGFwdGVyL3JlY29tbWVuZGF0aW9ucyIsInIiOiJkNDQwYmVhOC1mMzJkLTRiMWEtOGNhOS03ZjhlZDZlYjVkOWIiLCJtIjoibHAifQ
https://southstokewildlife.org/so/52PP9GfQu/c?w=8UUfvu-R1q8OWMv2otgVQkcu1HY-8CsT9GHshIIl8E0.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ292LnVrL2d1aWRhbmNlL3RpY2stc3VydmVpbGxhbmNlLXNjaGVtZSIsInIiOiJkNDQwYmVhOC1mMzJkLTRiMWEtOGNhOS03ZjhlZDZlYjVkOWIiLCJtIjoibHAifQ


And we had a record 22 people register for the Dawn Chorus Walk (despite the anti-social 
early start!). The walk was led by local birder Paul Rainsden and Simon Booker. Our thanks to 
both (and also to Paul and Lynn Jenkins for the reviving coffee at the end!). Simon has 
created a wonderful gallery of pictures which you can view here and also a fabulous video

Events calendar - please join us!

https://southstokewildlife.org/so/52PP9GfQu/c?w=eix9Ir_764sanlWKxTPUpBOsvlf87tMrSWjO5H2BylA.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc3Rva2VycGl4LmNvbS9TaGFyZWQtR2FsbGVyaWVzL0V2ZW50cy9TU0V3YWxrMjUiLCJyIjoiZmI0MjBhMmMtNWQwZC00YzM5LTg3ZTUtMzI1NDNlZjUwNGI1IiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://southstokewildlife.org/so/52PP9GfQu/c?w=J8GuiQH2wgv_x_elTxI1c56P5uR62lkbOde5dibEqP4.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly95b3V0dS5iZS9mUEhxT2ppR2NIVSIsInIiOiJmYjQyMGEyYy01ZDBkLTRjMzktODdlNS0zMjU0M2VmNTA0YjUiLCJtIjoibHAifQ


Whether you're ready to sign up for an event or just want to stay informed, it's quick and easy. 
Simply fill in the form and we'll keep you updated with all the latest news.
 
NB: Please note, event dates may need to change depending on seasonal conditions, but if 
you've signed up, you'll be the first to know!

And a couple of recommendations to finish:

https://southstokewildlife.org/so/52PP9GfQu/c?w=vHdrlMpFK6KvY6Y3QmmsMvwBV0mT4iqBnB52-2hEUKs.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc291dGhzdG9rZXdpbGRsaWZlLm9yZy9ldmVudHNhbmRzdXJ2ZXlzIiwiciI6ImUwMTk3ODBjLTQzNjYtNGM5ZC05N2M4LTRhNzM0YmM4ZjdiMSIsIm0iOiJscCJ9


Merlin bird id
 What's that bird? Ask Merlin—the world’s 
leading app for birds. Just like magic, 
Merlin Bird ID will help you solve the 
mystery. Merlin Bird ID helps you identify 
birds you see and hear. Merlin is unlike any 
other bird app—it's powered by eBird, the 
world’s largest database of bird sightings, 
sounds, and photos. Whether you’re 
curious about a bird you’ve seen once or 
you’re hoping to identify every bird you can 
find, the answers are waiting for you with 
this free app from the renowned Cornell 
Lab of Ornithology.

Counting the Earth 'explores the numbers 
behind nature and picks apart the jargon 
and misinformation surrounding climate, 
the environment and biodiversity. Each 
month, they start with a number and 
investigate what it really means. From net 
zero to hedgerows, worms to water, Sue 
Nelson and Alice hope explore and aren't 
afraid to get their feet muddy in the quest 
for facts'.
 
 

Share on social
Visit the SSWCG Website   

https://southstokewildlife.org/so/52PP9GfQu/c?w=wNWYVa45o5WplB8qSLReyynLlbFj6yu1RrHvtocT-tk.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZmFjZWJvb2suY29tL3NoYXJlci9zaGFyZXIucGhwP3U9aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc291dGhzdG9rZXdpbGRsaWZlLm9yZy9zby81MlBQOUdmUXU_bGFuZ3VhZ2VUYWc9ZW4iLCJyIjoiZTNlZWRlMjItNTRjMS00MzkzLWJiZWQtNTVkNWE4YmY2ZmY0IiwibSI6ImxwIn0
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https://southstokewildlife.org/so/52PP9GfQu/c?w=BK-MgXTizYdXOLhavrR56G5wOdPdtZCiwn30NDBbGxk.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc291dGhzdG9rZXdpbGRsaWZlLm9yZy8iLCJyIjoiZTNlZWRlMjItNTRjMS00MzkzLWJiZWQtNTVkNWE4YmY2ZmY0IiwibSI6ImxwIn0
https://southstokewildlife.org/so/52PP9GfQu/c?w=BK-MgXTizYdXOLhavrR56G5wOdPdtZCiwn30NDBbGxk.eyJ1IjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc291dGhzdG9rZXdpbGRsaWZlLm9yZy8iLCJyIjoiZTNlZWRlMjItNTRjMS00MzkzLWJiZWQtNTVkNWE4YmY2ZmY0IiwibSI6ImxwIn0
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